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Summarizing a Literary Text

Lesson objectives Teachers' notes

Essential Question:
What is the readers' job?
VSC Objective:
Students will use a plot diagram to identify important plot elements from 
the beginning, middle,and end of the story in order to summarize the text.
You will be successful if:
You can write a summary of "The Three Pigs."  In your response, be sure 
to include important events from the beginning, middle, and end of the 
story.
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Summarizing a Literary Text
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Plot Elements

1. exposition - the beginning part of the story which includes the 
setting, main characters, and background information.
2. rising action - the main problem/conflict of the story is revealed
3. climax - the turning point in the story
4. falling action - the main problem/conflict of the story is solved
5. resolution - the story comes to a satisfactory end
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